
The publication reflects the ongoing debates and current 
artistic strategies of the Berlin-based artist duo 
Gusztáv Hámos and Katja Pratschke.

The book contains the early photographic work of Gusztáv 
Hámos, who fled from Hungary to West Berlin in 1979, 
“processed” in order to place autobiographical experiences– 
such as his conscription into the People’s Army for military 
duty, medical examination and his refusal – into 
a contemporary context. The photographic series show photo 
performances that document artistic strategies of resistance 
and self-realisation in dictatorial systems.

In the book, the attempt at self-determination is set 
parallel to the history of Liberty Square in Budapest. Since 
the demolition of the imperial barracks in 1897 and the 
construction of Liberty Square, those in power have erected 
sculptures, statues and monuments here to commemorate
 the struggle for freedom and the loss of liberty.

By using deconstruction as a strategy to uncover 
hierarchies, the artists initiate a critical discourse on 
the current removal and replacement of monuments that do 
not fit into the political narrative of those presently in power.
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With texts by András Forgách, Miklós Peternák, Monika Perenyei, 
Klaus Honnef and Lili Boros and an interview with Silvio Grasselli, 
Gusztáv Hámos and Katja Pratschke

This edition is limited to four hundert copies

Berlin 2024, 232 pages, ca. 750 photographs colour and b/w, 
21 x 27 cm, hardcover, English, Revolver Publishing, 55,-€

Books can be ordered via 
Katja Pratschke, email: katjapratschke@snafu.de

ISBN 978-3-95763-546-4

The book is based on the film IN LIMBO (2022), dir. Gusztáv Hámos 
and Katja Pratschke, produced with the support of Medienboard Berlin- 
Brandenburg and MOIN Film Fund Hamburg Schleswig-Holstein.
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